
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES8258 July 29, 2009 
resources will assist in protecting com-
munities from severe weather and fur-
ther conservation efforts in coastal 
communities. 

I am encouraged by the inclusion of 
provisions that will invest in our 
science and technology sectors and en-
hance U.S. competitiveness. It is vital 
that we support the research and devel-
opment of sustainable and clean energy 
technologies. Such efforts empower us 
as a country to reduce our reliability 
on foreign oil and strengthen our abil-
ity to meet our energy needs domesti-
cally. 

In conclusion, I thank the senior 
Senator from Hawaii, chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee, as well as 
the chairman and ranking member of 
the Senate Appropriations Energy and 
Water Development Subcommittee for 
their efforts in developing and man-
aging this bill through the legislative 
process. 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, the fis-
cal year 2010 Energy and Water Devel-
opment appropriations bill would pro-
vide $629,000 for Yazoo Basin—Yazoo 
Backwater, MS. I want to clarify that 
nothing in the language is intended to: 
(1) override or otherwise affect the 
final determination that was effective 
August 31, 2008, and published in the 
Federal Register on September 19, 2008, 
of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency under section 404(c) of the 
Clean Water Act that prohibits the use 
of wetlands and other waters of the 
United States in Issaquena County, 
MS, as a disposal site for the discharge 
of dredged or fill material for the con-
struction of the proposed Yazoo Back-
water Area Pumps Project, (2) create 
or imply any exception with respect to 
the project to the requirements of the 
Clean Water Act, including any excep-
tions from the prohibitions and regu-
latory requirements of the Clean Water 
Act under section 404(r); or (3) affect 
the application of any other environ-
mental laws with respect to the 
project. 

As chairman of the committee with 
jurisdiction over the Clean Water Act 
and authorizations for the civil works 
program of the Corps of Engineers, I 
believe it is critical that our environ-
mental laws be adhered to in the plan-
ning, construction, and operation and 
maintenance of all Corps of Engineers 
projects. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am 
pleased that the Senate has included 
my amendment to allocate $75.7 mil-
lion in Desert Terminal Lakes funding 
as part of the Energy and Water Devel-
opment Appropriations Act, 2010. The 
legislation builds on the many projects 
and research to benefit all of Nevada’s 
desert terminal lakes—Walker, Pyr-
amid, and Summit. I appreciate Sen-
ator ENSIGN’s cosponsorship of the 
amendment. 

Briefly, the legislation allocated $8.5 
million for continued work in the 
Truckee River Basin. The bill provides 
$1.5 million to help the city of Fernley 
and the Pyramid Lake Paiutes con-

tinue their efforts towards accom-
plishing their mutually beneficial 
goals of securing a municipal water 
source and protecting a renowned re-
source, Pyramid Lake. The bill also 
helps the States of Nevada and Cali-
fornia, the Truckee Meadows Water 
Authority, the Pyramid Lake Paiute 
Tribe, and the Federal watermaster im-
plement the Truckee Settlement Act 
and the Truckee River Operating 
Agreement. I am committed to seeing 
the full implementation of the Oper-
ating Agreement, and my legislation 
supports this effort. 

But I rise today primarily to discuss 
this legislation’s $67.2 million alloca-
tion for work in the Walker River 
Basin. 

Over the years, money that I have se-
cured for work in the Walker River 
Basin has created jobs and other oppor-
tunities for Nevadans. 

For example, this funding has re-
sulted in world-class research com-
pleted by some of Nevada’s best faculty 
and researchers at the University of 
Nevada, Reno, and the Desert Research 
Institute. A resulting publication and 
international conference on desert ter-
minal lakes will feature their work. 

The Walker River Paiute Tribe has 
accessed funds to implement a 5-year 
water leasing program for its farmers, 
develop efforts to strengthen a fishery 
at Walker Lake, and work on efforts to 
combat invasive species along the 
stretch of the Walker River that runs 
through their reservation and to Walk-
er Lake. Working with the tribe and 
others, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice and other Federal agencies have 
been able to develop long-term plans to 
strengthen the presence of Lahontan 
cutthroat trout at Walker Lake, one of 
Nevada’s most interesting and threat-
ened treasures, and improving the 
Walker River riparian habitat. Funding 
is also being used to increase the 
instream flow of the Walker Rivers 
that end in Walker Lake. 

But today’s legislation is different. I 
believe it marks a new chapter of col-
laborative efforts in the Walker River 
Basin. 

The legislation brings new partners 
to develop solutions to address com-
peting water uses in the Walker River 
Basin. 

Working with local partners, the Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
will coordinate the Walker Basin Res-
toration Program, a program that in-
cludes a water rights acquisitions pro-
gram, a demonstration water leasing 
program, various conservation and 
stewardship activities, and an alter-
native agriculture project. 

Of particular importance to their ef-
forts, the foundation brings the nec-
essary expertise to complete complex 
water transactions in a way that pre-
serves and protects the Walker River 
watershed. Working in the Columbia 
River Basin, the foundation has the ex-
perience of working with Federal and 
State agencies, tribes, municipalities, 
irrigation districts, and individual 

farmers and ranchers to bring about 
creative, business-wise, and responsible 
solutions to balance the many demands 
on water uses—for agriculture, for mu-
nicipal use, and for fishing and recre-
ation. I am pleased with their commit-
ment to work with Federal and State 
agencies in Nevada, Mineral and Lyon 
Counties, the Walker River Irrigation 
District, the Walker River Paiute 
Tribe, and many individuals in Smith 
and Mason Valley and to develop a 
local entity to guide their efforts in 
the basin. 

In addition, the Walker River Irriga-
tion District has accepted a leadership 
role in finding a cost-effective way to 
increase in-stream flows in the Walker 
River while preserving agriculture in-
terests. The district has agreed to ad-
minister and manage a $25 million, 3- 
year demonstration leasing program 
that will help get water to Walker 
Lake while providing farmers an addi-
tional opportunity to strengthen their 
operations. I appreciate the years of 
negotiations and conversations that 
has led to the district taking on this 
important program, and I hope that it 
is successful in achieving its purpose. 

I support the agricultural commu-
nities in northern Nevada, and I have 
pushed for this demonstration leasing 
program and $200,000 for alternative 
crops and agriculture cooperatives. 
Providing farmers and ranchers with 
more resources to manage their busi-
nesses and opportunities to explore 
new markets will stimulate the agri-
culture economy in Lyon County, NV, 
and maintain the agricultural setting 
and livelihood enjoyed by generations 
of Nevadans. 

Throughout the years, I have stated 
that I would work to assure the viabil-
ity of agriculture in Smith and Mason 
Valleys. This legislation does this—by 
providing Nevada’s hard-working farm-
ers with more tools to make good busi-
ness decisions. 

While helping farmers and dedicating 
water rights for the benefit of Walker 
Lake is part of a solution to restore 
and maintain Walker Lake; the other 
part requires coordinated conservation 
and stewardship activities. This bill 
supports the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation’s efforts to coordinate wa-
tershed planning, water management, 
and habitat restoration efforts, among 
other activities. It supports efforts by 
the U.S. Geological Survey to work 
with other agencies and interested en-
tities to develop a water monitoring 
plan in the Walker River Basin. Of 
course, with this data and through 
other efforts, the University and 
Desert Research Institute will be able 
to assess whether these activities are 
successful in improving instream flows 
and getting water to Walker Lake. 

The health of the Walker River Basin 
and Walker Lake depends on people 
working together—the Federal, State 
and local governments and agencies; 
the tribe; the Irrigation District; the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, 
and others. This legislation reflects the 
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